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Abstract 
Although, there are codes and regulations which arrange student safety, it is still a serious problem for students in school 
environments. Student safety has several aspects. Most of the time, crime and violation is considered to be a major part of the 
problem. But, the environment's physical safety, and the pupil's emotional safety also should be considered. In order to find out 
the reasons of the safety problem with whole aspects, a two-dimension questionnaire was carried out in primary schools of 
Büyükçekmece County (Istanbul / Turkey). In the questionnaire, the importance of student safety according to managers and 
teachers and, fulfillment degree of student safety in their schools are assessed. These opinions are evaluated separately as public 
schools, private schools, managers and teachers. For the evaluation of the results, central tendency measures and independent 
samples t-test are used. Independent from the school type, all managers agree that student safety is very important. On the other 
hand, fulfillment of the student safety is better accomplished in private schools than in public schools according to managers (p < 
0.05). The importance of student safety is more important and fulfillment of the student safety is better for private school teachers 
than public school teachers (p < 0.05). According to these evaluations, in order to fulfill the student safety needs, necessary 
actions should be taken place, especially in public schools, codes and regulations should be revised and the consciousness level 
of managers and teacher on student safety with whole aspects should be raised. 
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1. School safety: A Review 
School environment is an environment which the students spend one third of their daily life with their teachers 
and students. Schools have the mission of instruction as well as education on the students. Therefore, students 
should feel themselves in a safe environment so that effective learning occurs. In Turkey, primary education is 
compulsory for all Turkish citizens within the age of 6 – 14. Each student spends his 180 days of a year, 6 hours 
daily in a school. A typical student stays 8640 hours at school from 1st grade to 8th (Barhan, 2002, 2). 
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School safety means students and staff should feel themselves free in physically, psychologically and emotionally 
manners (Dönmez, 2001, 63; Iúık, 2004, 154). The basic reason why schools exist is the students and their 
education. So, school safety and student safety concepts are used interchangeably in literature. Unless staff and 
students feel safe in school, neither teaching nor learning will occur (Kaplan and Owings, 2000, p. 55). Safe schools 
provide a social and physical environment that fosters appropriate behavior. The social environment includes the 
norms, rules and their enforcement, and any support necessary to enable students and adults to behave appropriately. 
The physical environment includes the way in which the building and the school’s routines are managed to prevent 
problems (Dwyer, Osher, 2000, 11) 
Characteristics of a safe school are explained by Pollack and Sunderman as follows (2001, 19): (1) Focuses on 
academic achievement. (2) Involves families in meaningful ways. (3) Develops links to the community. (4) 
Emphasizes positive relationships among students and staff. (5) Discusses safety issues openly. (6) Treats students 
with respect. (7) Creates ways for students toshare their concerns. (8) Helps children feel safe expressing their 
feelings. (9) Has a system to refer children who have been abused or neglected. (10) Offers extended day programs 
for children. (11) Promotes good citizenship and character. (12) Identifies problems and assesses progress toward 
resolving them. (13) Supports students in making the transition to adult life and work. 
In a physical manner school safety concept includes classes, corridors, stairs, play garden, gym saloons, atelier 
and laboratory. Furthermore, solidity of building to earthquakes and natural disasters, measures to be taken in case 
of fire, distance of school from noise pollution are also considered in school safety concept. Besides, vehicle safety 
which students use when they go to school, or to educational site visit off the school, is also important. 
1.1. Safety in educational environment 
The most important part of the student safety is the school building which covers the all education activities and 
facilities. School building should be solid considered to earthquakes and natural disasters. Size of classes should be 
appropriate compared to number of students. Doors and windows should be lockable and strong in case of rubbery 
and sabotages. Building should be appropriate for heating, lighting, ventilation, humidity, noise pollution, air 
pollution etc (Baúaran, 2000, 204).  Another important point is the materials that are used in educational activities as 
well as other purposes. Such as radiator, desks, chairs, banisters should have rounded edges in case students fall on 
to them.  
1.1.1. Laboratory 
Applied education is one of the most important part of the education. In laboratories, students transform the 
theoretical education in to practical work so that effective learning occurs. Laboratory safety can be stated as taking 
measures to risks that can be aroused while making experiments or possible failure of materials, devices, hardware 
(Bayrak, A÷ao÷lu, 1999, 204). Therefore, both teachers and students should be informed about the possible hazards, 
and have the basic first aid ability. A research carried out by Texley showed that as the number of students gets 
small, laboratory (2005, 40). 
1.1.2. Playgrounds 
Probably the most important place in a school for students is playground. They like spending their time in these 
places. The biggest risk for playgrounds is the use of limited place in a limited time altogether. To prevent possible 
dangerous situations, school administration must take some precautions. In Turkey, in the Regulation of Primary 
Schools, all teachers must be on duty to watch the students when they are in break in case a risky situation occurs.  
Especially in kindergartens, at least a portion of playgrounds should be covered with elastic materials instead of 
concrete. Playground materials with sharp edges, rough surfaces, or hazardous projections that may entangle 
clothing or cause injury should be avoided (NCDPI, 1998, 14).  The specifications of the materials that can be used 
in playgrounds are stated in a research as follows: (1) Provides adequate protection at all times under any 
conceivable weather conditions, (2) Continuous to provide adequate protection after extended and continuous actual 
service without excessive need for maintenance and repairs, (3) provides adequate protection without introducing 
any additional hazards or dangers (Frost, 1996, 2).
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1.2. Hygiene and health 
To carry on the education in a healthy way, another important point is hygiene and air conditioning. Cleaning or 
sanitation can be carried different times. Toilets, floors, classes should be cleaned daily, but detailed cleaning can be 
done in semester breaks. While cleaning the building, use of chemical materials with hazardous side effects should 
be avoided. A survey carried out by Culver showed that chemicals including low-VOC (volatile organic compound) 
can be found in the market with the same cleaning effect compared to dangerous chemicals (2002, 2). Another 
outcome of that survey is about “sick building syndrome”. Building design flaws, heating and ventilation problems, 
occupant activities, and chemical products that are improperly used, sealed, or stored can contribute emissions and 
contaminants to the indoor environment. These, in turn, may cause “building-related illness,” a diagnosable illness 
attributable to airborne building contaminants (2002, 1). 
1.3. Accidents and first aid 
First aid can be defined as emergency care of a person who is injured or ill to prevent death or further injury, to 
relieve pain and counteract shock until medical aid can be obtained. It is needed that facilities with many people 
such as schools should hire persons who know first aid. Besides, all the students and staff should be aware of first 
aid and its importance.  
1.4. Fire 
In case of fire, schools should have an emergency escape plan which is known by all students and staff. 
Evacuation procedures should be explained including evacuation procedures for when student at lunch or at 
assemblies (Brunner and Lewis, 2004, 65). In each floor or class there has to be a fire alarm which is connected to 
early warning system (Barhan, 2001, 21). To learn how to evacuate the building in case of emergency, fire drills can 
be practiced regularly as well as suddenly. 
1.5. Transportation and site visit 
School safety phases start with leaving of a student from his home. Some students use the school bus, while 
others go to school by walk or by car with parents. Students going to school by walk are also under a potential risk. 
For these students, pedestrian traffic should be organized especially beginning and finish times of school. To 
achieve desired educational goals, sometimes schools need to visit sites out of schools. For these visits, a school bus 
is arranged, and some measures are taken. Besides these measures, parents also should know where to visit and 
where to stay if the visit will be overnight. Furthermore, insurance for such site visits should also be considered. 
2. Survey, Methods, Findings and Comments 
The purpose of this survey is to find out the importance of the student safety according to managers and teachers, 
and fulfillment degree of student safety in their schools. 93 managers and 767 teachers from 30 schools which is 
40% of the all schools in Buyukcekmece, Istanbul, answered the survey. These opinions are evaluated separately as 
public schools, private schools, teachers and managers. For the evaluation of the results, central tendency measures 
and independent samples t – test methods are used. 
For the first sub dimension of the survey, the importance of the student safety according to managers is assessed. 
Independent from the school type, all managers agree with the importance of the student safety. In the second sub 
dimension, the fulfillment degrees of student safety measures according to managers are assessed. 11 of the total 21 
items are meaningfully different according to manager. These items can be summarized as physical safety issues, 
accident, injuries and transportation. In the third sub dimension, the importance of the student safety according to 
teachers is assessed. Total 12 of 21 items are found meaningfully different and unfortunately all of them is against of 
public schools. Most of those items are about physical safety issues. In the fourth sub dimension, the fulfillment 
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degrees of student safety measures according to teachers are assessed. All of 21 items are meaningfully different and 
all of them are against public schools. That means, fulfillment degree of student safety measures are taken better in 
private school than the public schools. (In all cases p<.05) 
According to results of the survey, following comments can be concluded: (1) Hiring of a person who knows first 
aid. (2) For off school site visits, all the measures should be taken, and insurance policies should be compulsory. (3) 
Parent’s active involvement in safety measures should be taken. (4) In service trainings should be planning for 
teacher and managers on the safety issues. (5) Especially in primary schools, all the materials with rough surfaces, 
sharp edges etc. should be replaced with child friendly materials. (6) New schools should be planned far away from 
noise pollution. (7) All schools should have their own emergency plans and practice them. (8) Parents and school 
management should cooperate with each other for student who walk to school. (9) For the future researches, 
researchers should handle each sub dimension of school safety separately in order to point out more exact 
conclusions. 
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